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Fighter Command records state  
At Middle Wallop until 5 May 1943. 
Then at Digby from 17 May 1943. 
Not shown being at Fairlop. 
 
 
ORB’s state 

From Airfield 121 
 5 April to 18 May 1943 

to Digby, Lincolnshire 
 
 

 
Aircraft 
Thought to be Spitfire Mk Vc. 
Squadron strength not stated but on 2 May 1943, 15 Spitfires are shown to be up undertaking 
practice flying. No further details given. 
Harrow. 
2 aircraft used for transport - No further details given. 
Tiger Moth. 
No details given. 
 
Pilots –  Not a compete list 
Baragwanath,  F/Sgt 
Carson,  Sgt 
Clydsdale, Sgt  
Digby,  F/O 
Dilks,   F/O  Intelligence Officer 
Doerr,  P/O 
Ekins,   Sqdn Ldr 
Foster,  F/O 
Glover,  Sgt 
Mills,  F/O 
Opie,   P/O (Rhodesia) Reported missing 15 May 1943 
Ritchie,  Sgt 
Ross,  F/O 
Shepherd, F/O 
Wigley,  F/Lt 
 
  
ORBs 
5 April 1943. A cloudy day with occasional bursts of sunshine. The main party left at 1000 hours 
and arrived at 1600 hours. Aircraft arrived at 1515 hours. The pitching of tents, unpacking, etc was 
carried out under difficulties as a very strong wind was blowing. 
6 April. The cloudy weather continued with a strong north easterly wind. The day was spent in 
getting the house in order. 
7 April. Similar weather conditions to previous day. Gen on the sector was studied by all pilots 
including call signs, a danger areas, etc. 
8 April. It was a generally cloudy but visibility was fairly good. The whole Squadron had sector recce 
and two new pilots Sergeants Ritchie and Carson did circuits and landings. 
9 April. Cloud remained 10/10 at 2,000 feet with the visibility to 3 miles. 40 hours 50 minutes practice 
flying was carried out including formation flying, cine gun and aerobatics. 
10 April. A low mist hung over the aerodrome for most part of the day with restricted visibility. The 
only flying was a weather test by F/Lt Wrigley. Sgt Glover returned to the Squadron having fully 
recovered from his wounds received in action on 18 January 1943. 



11 April. Low mist hung over the aerodrome for most of the day. The Squadron did a practice 
formation in the evening. 
12 April. The weather was similar to the previous day. The mist developed into drizzle and visibility 
was down to 500–800 yards. There was no flying. 
13 April. The weather cleared about 1100 hours and the sun broke through with good visibility. At 
1040 hours Squadron took off and flew to Manston where they refuelled and were briefed. At 1155 
hours the Squadron took off from Manston acting as close escort to 8 Whirlibombers bombing the 
marshalling yards at Bruges. There were two Squadrons of Spit Mk IXs as top cover. The Belgian coast 
was reached but was not crossed as the weather was useless for bombing. The formation turned 
back at sea level and landed at base at 1315 hours. Practice flying was carried out and Sgt Glover had 
his first trip since returning to the Squadron. 
14 April. A low haze restricted visibility to 1 mile or so. The Squadron took off at 1530 hours on a 
similar operation of the previous day. Rendezvous was made over Hornchurch with two Spitfire 1X 
Squadrons and a further rendezvous was made with 12 Whirlibombers over Manston. The Belgian 
coast was crossed at 8000 feet. The bombers dived from 13,000 feet to bomb target at 7,000 feet. The 
Belgian coast was recrossed at Blankenburghe and the Squadron landed at Manston at 1700 hours. 
Slight, accurate flak was experienced on the way out over Blankenburghe. 
15 April. A strong haze persisted until the afternoon and the only flying was weather tests and air 
tests carried out locally. 
16 April. The day was bright and sunny after the usual early morning mist. Over 30 hours practice 
flying was put in during the day and included formation, cine gun, aerobatics, also a firing 
programme was carried out from Southend. 
17 April. Although bright and sunny the haze persisted. Two convoy patrols were undertaken 
besides practice flying. 
18 April. The good weather continued and 38 hours 10 minutes practice flying was carried out 
including low cross countries, dog fighting, cine gun and aerobatics. 
19 April. It was bright and sunny early on, but by midday it began to rain, continuing until late 
afternoon. The practice low level cross countries were continued. 
 20 April. A strong haze persisted throughout the day but there was very little cloud. Six pilots flew 
to Digby to begin the exchange of aircraft with 402 Squadron (Spit Vbs). Six changes were thus 
affected, the remainder to follow in a few days. Cross-country flights were carried out. 
21 April. There was 10/10 cloud at 5,000 feet, visibility being 5 to 6 miles. The Squadron took part in 
exercise 'Welsh'. The first target came through at 1015 hours and rendezvous was scheduled for 
1035 hours over Tunbridge Wells. Eight aircraft were airborne at 1035 hours. 132 Squadron to whom 
we were top cover, were not in sight so our Squadron proceeded to the target when 132 was seen 
preparing to attack. We increased height to 2,000 feet and orbited while the attack was carried out. 
An enormous concentration on badly camouflaged MT and troops were seen in the target area. 132 
Squadron attacked line astern then climbed over the target to 2,000 feet making themselves very 
vulnerable to attack. The Squadron acted as top cover again to 182 and 247 Squadrons attacking MT 
at Lewes. The target was attacked at 1500 hours with 'devastating' effect. Troops made no attempt to 
take cover. The days flying finished with a low flying cross country. 
22 April. Low cloud 10/10 at 1,500 to 2,000 feet practically all day with visibility varying from 800 
yards to 5 miles. The Squadron was released but the weather appeared ideal for Rhubarbs and after 
permission had been granted F/Lt Wigley and Sgt Cooper took off with the intention of attacking 
trains on the Dieppe to Rouen line. They turned back after crossing the coast owing to unsuitable 
weather conditions. 
23 April. Heavy rain fell for practically the whole day and consequently there was no flying. At 1800 
hours the Squadron was visited by Lieutenant-Colonel Stockley and Major Colin Gray and an 
excellent lecture was given by the former, to all pilots on Army Air Support. Owing to weather 
conditions exercise 'Welsh' was cancelled. 
24 April. It was a much better day although cloudy at times. Five more aircraft were exchanged with 
402 Squadron at Digby, they have so far proved to be a very good state of serviceability and very 
fast. The C.O. flew to Eastchurch to look around 122 Airfield. All pilots did practice flying including 
low-level cross countries, aerobatics and formation. 
25 April. It was clear with high cloud 8/10 at 5,000 feet and good visibility. Many practice sorties were 
flown. 
26 April. Although a strong westerly wind was blowing the weather remained clear and fine. Some 
pilots visited a tank squadron near Ashford and a very interesting day was spent with thrilling rides. 
Some practice flying was done. 
 27 April. There was a 10 /10 cloud at 3,000 feet with good visibility for most part of the day. The 
usual practice flying was carried out including formation and local flying. 
 28 April. The morning proved fair and fine, but cloud soon gathered and remained for the day 
10/10 at 3,000 feet. Visibility was good. An offensive operation close escort to Whirlibombers attacking 



Eu, (NNE of Dieppe) was cancelled due to the weather. A Squadron formation was flown and later low 
level cross countries and local flying. 
29 April. There was heavy mist and fog to begin the day but there was no cloud and it was clear 
above the mist. 4 aircraft took off at 1110 hours to beat up a gun site near Little Hingesford (*) 
(Location not known). The two sections climbed 2,000 feet and dived down on the target. Separate and 
individual attacks were made at zero feet. Six 4.7 guns were attacked at low level and also a light 
machine-gun post. The general demeanour of gunners and personnel was good in taking cover. 
The target was easy to find and camouflaged bad. Nissen huts were painted red and too obvious. 
Section is landed at 1230 hours. Practice flying was carried out. 
(*) Thought to be an exercise attack. 
30 April. Heavy rain fell all day with visibility practically nil. There was no flying. Some of the pilot's 
lectured to the A.T.C. 
1 May. Although cloudy throughout the day with occasional rain so Squadron put in as much flying 
as possible. Practice flying included low flying across the country flights, formation and dog fights. 
Five pilots flew to Digby and exchanged aircraft with 402 Squadron. F/O Ross reposted from number 
57 0.T.U.  
2 May. The main feature of the days flying was low-level cross-country flights, 15 pilots undertaking 
this form of practice flying, whilst others carried out local flying, sector reconnaissance and cloud 
flying. F/Lt P. Wrigley, P/O R.W. Foster and P/O Opie together with three pilots of 247 Squadron gave 
a demonstration of low flying over the aerodrome whilst air Vice Marshal Sir William Mitchell inspected 
the A.T.C. 
3 May. Low-level cross-country flying was going to be dominant in the practice of line, 21 of these 
being undertaken by different pilots. Aerobatics, formation and dog fights were also undertaken. 
4 May. The weather was fair and fine and at 1215 hours B Squadron took part in a formation flight. 
During the day most of the pilots flew to Eastchurch and took part in an air to air flying programme. 
The remainder of the flying consisted of formation practice, whilst two aircraft had an air test. 
 5 May. With fair conditions continuing more practice flying was done. At 1405 hours two sections 
from each flight flew down to Alfreton to beat up gun positions, while some pilots had already 
arrived there to watch the attack, which was criticised and are considered good. There was a 
Squadron ‘Balbo’ at 1850 hours, (taking a good photograph of the Squadron, so named after the Italian fascist 
General Balbo who flew from Italy to the US and back in the name of publicity) the remainder of the flying wing 
aircraft test F/O Dilks, Intelligence Officer was posted to 121 Airfield Headquarters. 
6 May. Owing to low mist, which cleared somewhat towards midday, flying was not possible until 
then, low-level cross-country flights were undertaken. At 1730 hours F/O Wigley did a weather test 
when the weather was considered unsuitable for further flying. 
7 May. With excellent weather the Squadron put in a good day's flying. At 0805 hours S/Ldr Ekins 
led two sections on an exercise, which involved a low level attack on troops and M.T. near 
Eastbourne. This was carried out with good effect. A successful exercise for map reading was 
instigated in which an R/T tender communicated with its position to pilots whilst airborne. The R/T 
tender varied its position from time to time but all pilots had no difficulty in locating it. Low-level cross-
country, aerobatics, and air to air firing was carried out. 
8 May. A great change in the weather with wind and rain prevented any flight, although the 
Squadron were called to readiness at 0600 hours for an offensive operation which was cancelled 
owing to unsuitable weather conditions. Pilots had lectures on Army air support. 
10 May. Again weather prevented any flying. A lecture was given to all pilots on escape while aircraft 
and tank recognition features were also shown on films. 
11 May. By midday the weather cleared somewhat and the Squadron took part in exercise Boulder III. 
Six aircraft took off at 1630 hours for the exercise, three aircraft were detailed to attack troops and M.T. 
on the Ripper's Cross road–Bethesden Road. Nothing was sighted on the road and any case it was a 
useless target owing to the heavily wooded country. The other three aircraft were detailed for a 
similar attack on the Pluckley–Smarden Road. 20 M.T. including 5 gun carriages attacked 
successfully, troops took cover amongst the trees. Six aircraft took off again at 1730 hours for attack 
on troops and M.T. at Atchinghan–Burwash, and this proved a useless target owing being 
surrounded country being heavily wooded. 
12 May. There was little flying owing to unsuitable weather. S/Ldr Ekins flew to Detling and  F/O Mills 
did a weather test which completed the days flying. An Army Air Support lecture was given to the 
pilots. 
13 May. As soon as the weather permitted the Squadron took part in a Wing ‘Balbo’. The Wing 
Commander commented on the Squadrons take off, formation and landing. 
14 May.  Fine weather conditions return, and an early low-level cross-country flight was the first 
practice. Unfortunately Sgt Clydesdale had engine trouble in which his engine cut, he made a forced 
landing his aircraft being written off and he himself received superficial injuries, being extremely 



lucky to escape so lightly. Further practice flying included wing formation, an Army Support exercise 
near Northampton, when nothing was seen and further low-level cross country flights. 
15 May. The Squadron took off to take part in an offensive operation and landed at Hawkinge at 
1340 hours. Full briefing. At 1615 hours Squadron took off together with 132 and 602 Squadrons to 
act as a close escort 12 Boston's on an attack on Piox. Rendezvous was made with the bombers over 
Bexhill at 0 feet. Flying course at 150° the formation flew at sea level for 10 minutes then gradually 
climbed crossing the French coast at Treport at 14,000 feet. The target was reached at 1700 hours 
and the bombs hits were observed in the dispersal area and runways on the aerodrome. Intense 
heavy flak was experienced over the target. After the attack bombers split into two boxes of six which 
also split the Squadron formation six escorting each box. The formation was then subject to a series 
of attacks by two formations of enemy aircraft, one comprising 10 ME109Fs whilst the other was 
attacked by 8–10 Me109Fs and FW190s. Interception was made and from the ensuing combats F/Lt 
Wigley damaged one 1Me109F, one Spitfire was seen to be going down under control emitting 
white smoke and this was believed to be P/O Opie (Rhodesian) who is missing. The bombers were 
escorted home without loss and 11 of the Squadron landed at Fairlop by 1750 hours. The remainder 
of the flying for the day comprised of local flying. 
16 May. There was a Squadron formation to start the day at 1320 hours. The Squadron took off for 
Tangmere for briefing and refuelling. The Squadron took off from Tangmere to act as close escort of 6 
Mitchells in an attack on Caen aerodrome. Rendezvous was made over Selsey Bill at 0 feet and 
halfway across the Channel the formation climbed crossing the French coast south of the Seine. The 
target was attacked from 13,000 feet, hits being seen on the aerodrome of building to the north-
west. No enemy aircraft were encountered although heavy flak was experienced over the target. The 
Mitchells were escorted home and all aircraft of the Squadron landed at Fairlop at 1835 hours. 
17 May. Practice flying took place early on. Two aircraft of B flight on an army exercise made a 
reconnaissance for tanks which were located in the Alfriston area. A subsequent attack was then 
made by three aircraft of A Flight on the target with good effect. Pilots were released for the 
afternoon as news had come through that 19 Squadron was to leave No. 83, Composite Group (121 
Airfield) and moved to Digby. The experience until the Composite Group has proved beneficial to all, 
the training had been good and life under canvas had increased the fitness of all. 
18 May. Pilots came by Harrow Digby. F/O Mundy and F/Sgt Baragwanath came by Tiger Moth. 
Three of B Flight took off and escorted the second Howard Digby bringing more pilots and 
equipment. F/O Dilks, Intelligence Officer was attached to number No. 2 M.O.R.U. for one week. The 
Squadron was made up now of No 19 Squadron pilots, Intelligence Officer, Adjurant and Medical 
Officer, 2 F/Sgts and one Sgt, 122 Squadron Engineer Officer and ground staff and 167 Squadrons 
aircraft, serviceability state of which was held to be very low. 


