
193 Squadron 
 

  
 
 

Fighter Command records state at Fairlop 
20 February to 16 March 1944 

 
ORB’s state 
Are incomplete  -no record of arrival. 
 
-15 March 1944. Leave Fairlop on for Thorney Island. 

 

 
 
Aircraft 
Typhoon IB 
Auster 
Tiger Moth 
Actual numbers and aircraft ID’s not specified. 
 
Pilots 
Beake, FH  F/Lt 
Bilz, GL   W/O 
Brown, JG  F/O  
Cassie, CE  F/Lt 
Cassie, GE  F/Lt 
Darling, JW  F/O 
Davidge, RW  F/O 
Drake,    W/Cdr 
Freakley, NL  W/O 
Gilmour, C  W/O 
Gough, GA  F/Sgt 
Inglis, JA  F/O 
Kilpatrick, AW  F/O 

Langvile, GE  F/Sgt 
McCartney, J  F/Sgt 
Powell. JE  Sgt 
Ross, DG  S/Ldr 
Ross, L   P/O 
Smith, AS  F/Lt 
Soble, M   F/O 
Statters, E  F/O 
Switzer, WA  F/O 
Thomas, PJ  W/O 
Van Ouylenburg, R F/Sgt 
Wallace, EB  F/O 
Wallace, EB  F/O 

 
 
Notes 
24 February 1944. 1650 Hours. Eight aircraft. Ramrod 588. The Squadron operated from Tangmere 
and led by W/Cdr Drake. A good rendezvous was made with 18 Mitchells and the Squadron climbed 
and crossed the French coast at 11,000 feet just N. of Dieppe. The Noball targets 3 miles NW of 
Abancourt were located and bombed by the Mitchells. 
25 February. 0855 hours. Eight aircraft. Ramrod 590.  Objective is to bomb Noball target Longeville 
near Hucquelliers	  (Hucqueliers, Pas-de-Calais). French coast crossed S. of Le Touquet at 4,000 feet after 
crossing the channel at 0 feet. Target identified and several hits were observed on buildings within 
target area. 
1645 hours. Eight aircraft. Ramrod 595. Despatched to bomb Noball target at Bonnieres. (thought to be 
Bonnieries-sur Seine). Weather found to be unsuitable, so bombs were dropped into the Channel and 
aircraft returned to base. 
28 February. 1335 hours. Eight aircraft. Ramrod 598. Squadron detailed to escort Boston's bombing 
Noball target at Boit de la Justice (location not found, but thought to be in the Boulogne area). The French coast 
was crossed at 11,000 ft just S of Berck, and after rendezvousing S. of Hastings. A small amount of 
flak experienced around the target. The Boston's dropped their load in ideal weather conditions. On 
the way out the Squadron was bounced by four Thunderbolts and the order to break was given by 
F/O Inglis. The Squadron was reformed when the attacking aircraft were identified as friendly and 
the formation proceeded. F/Lt Beake and W/O Freakley broke away and escorted a straggling 
Boston home. 



29 February. 1200 hours. Six aircraft. Ramrod 603. Operating from Manston, the Squadron acted as 
withdrawal cover for Fortresses over Dutch territory. Landfall was made at Domburg at 5,000 feet, 
the Squadron dived to 0 feet and covered aerodromes as far inland as Arnhem. Fairly accurate flak 
was encountered, and F/O Davidge was hit with a 20mm cannon shell but managed to get to 
Manston. F/Lt Cassie as forced to turn back due to a leaking petrol tank and FO Darling having a bad 
start with a fire in his air intake was unable to catch up. 
2 March. 1030 hours. Nine aircraft. Ramrod 609. Squadron detailed to act as escort cover for 36 
Marauders bombing Noball target ZXI/A/73. Rendezvous at 51 degrees 0 mins N. 00 degrees 2 mins 
E (N. Barrow Deep at 12,000 ft. F/Lt Smith who was spare man then returned. Landfall was made at 
Furnes and the target attacked. The Squadron remained at 12,000 ft until the dive out of France at 
Hardelot. Negligible flak experienced. Weather fine Cloud 3/10 at 4,000 ft. Sea moderate.  
1550 hours. Ramrod 612. Four aircraft. Squadron acted as escort cover for Marauders bombing 
Tergnier. Rendezvous made 10 miles N. of Dieppe there being no flak. On the return journey F/O  
Soble crashed through engine trouble near Detling. 
7 March. 1130 hours. Eight aircraft. Ramrod X1/A/29. Squadron’s duty was to bomb Noball target at 
Preusiville. The English coast was crossed at Hastings after a flight through bad weather over south 
east England. At about 4 miles out to sea F/O Switzer was forced to turn back due to technical 
trouble with his constant speed unit. . The 7 remaining aircraft carried on and made landfall at Le 
Treport. Some difficulty in finding the target but on the second run up it was pinpointed and the 
bombing carried out according to plan. Ten bombs were seen to explode within the target area and 
four near misses. 
An Auster has now been supplied to the Squadron to replace the Tiger Moth. It arrived today and 
several pilots have had flights in it for experience. 
8 March. In the evening some lads went to Maidstone to see Mort Soble. His condition is improving, 
but he is still in some discomfort. 
10 March. Spell of bad weather. Only one flight was made and that was an air test. The Squadron 
busied itself in demonstration of loading and unloading bombs and riggers daily inspections. The 
pilots were 'Genning' up for the day when the extra knowledge may be needed. 
11 March. Ten aircraft took off and the Auster followed with Capt Hurst the ALC was passenger. 
Squadron operated for Tangmere with 3 other Squadrons forming 3 wings of 16 aircraft each. All 
wings were to bomb the same target at 3 minute intervals. Landfall was made at a point just south 
of Berck and course set for the target, which was Noball XI/A near Doullens. Pathfinders with 
phosphorous bombs were sent to mark target. However they reported that the weather was 
unsuitable, so the bombs were jettisoned safe at 8,000 ft over France after a hazardous flight 
through cloud. The French coast was crossed again at St Valery and the Squadron returned to 
Tangmere. Weather poor: Cloud:10/10 at 3,000 ft. Sea: calm to moderate.  
13 March. Good day today but no flying. Sgt Pratt pranged aircraft Z today. 
14 March. Good day but operation from Tangmere was recalled before the aircraft took off. Aircraft 
J was flown away from the Squadron and taken to Aston Down by P/O Ross and he was later picked 
up by P/O Bullie in the Auster and brought back to Fairlop. 
15 March. The Squadron move to Thorney Island today. 
 

 
 
 
Left: Auster manufactured by Taylorcraft Aeroplanes (England) Limited. (Etienedup) 
 
Right: Hawker 1B Typhoon (Francis Mason) 



 


