
 

81 squadron 
 

 
 

Fighter Command records state at Fairlop   
17 July to 30 August 1942 

 
ORB's state at Fairlop  

 From Hornchurch  
(i) 17 July to 4 August 1942  

At Ipswich 4 to 9 August 1942 
(ii) 10  August to 1 September 1942 

To Wellingere, Lincs 
       
 
Aircraft 
Spitfire VB 

AR395, AR398, BM137, BM190, BM315, BM351, BM364, BM382, BM395, BM423, BM461, 
BM468, BM471, BM645, EP767, HL809. 

Magister  
R1962 

Pilots 
Anson, P. J.  P/O  
Berry, R.    S/L  DFC 
Byford, H. A.   P/O 
Curtis, R. J.   F/S  
Dixon, P. A.   F/S 
Friar, J.    F/S 
Haw, C.    P/O  DFM 
Large, W. S.   P/O  (Canadian) 
Le Fevre, M.    S/Lt   (free French) 
Le Hardy, A. W.    F/S  
Lock, J. M.   Sgt  (Australian) 

Mackay, K. A.  F/S 
Moston, S. P.  F/S 
Reilhac, E.   Lt   (free French) 
Rigby, H. C.  P/O 
Stodhart, A. H.   F/S 
Turner, P. J.  F/S  
Vaillant, G.  F/S   (free French) 
Walker, L. E.  F/L   DFC       (Canadian) 
Waud, K. L.  P/O 
Winchester, A. G. P/O 

 
Notes. 
Good humorous descriptions. To amusement of all P/O W.S. Large imitates ducks! 
1 August 1942. Squadron bomb Bolbec (Upper Normandy) and Boston Bomber escort to Flushing.  
4  to 10 August 1942. Ipswich not liked – pubs out of beer! 
 

 
 

Sleepy Bolbec Town Centre at Lunchtime 
Most of the original wooden buildings were destroyed by fire in 1765 

(David Martin) 



19 August 1942. We have been extremely busy today. Number 81 (F) Squadron being engaged in 
the combined operations at Dieppe. After an early breakfast we were at readiness a 04.20 hours and 
took off at home for 04.22 hours in darkness. Dieppe reached 05.22 hours where number 81 (F) 
Squadron acted as top cover of the wing protecting our shipping, two FW 190 were seen 5 miles off 
Dieppe, were chased but lost to view.  
 

 
 

Douglas Boston laying a smoke screen at Dieppe 
(University of Wellington, New Zealand) 

 
A smokescreen laid by Boston's obscured most of the town but large explosions and buildings in 
flames were observed. Shore batteries were still firing when course was set for home O5.50 hours. A 
pilot of number 340 Squadron was shot down but picked up very quickly by an ASR launch.  
Our second sortie commenced when the Squadron took off 07.43 hours. S/Leader R Barry, DFC, 
leading the wing, this time acting as bottom cover, they were in position at 08.24 hours and 
patrolled at 08.55 hours when course was set for base, where our aircraft landed 0936 hours. Action 
started almost immediately. F/Lt J E Walker (Canadian) fired at the FW 190 without any known 
result. Shortly after he saw a JU 88 about 6 miles east of Dieppe, but lost sight of it almost 
immediately. Later two Me190’s dived out of the sun trying to head off S/L R Berry DFC (Red 1), but 
broke off when fired at by F/Lt D G Bedford (Blue 1). No result seen. At 08.56 hours when course had 
been set for home about 10 miles north-west off Dieppe, two FW 190 dived to attack. F/Lt LG 
Bedford (Blue 1) fired at the leader had observed no strikes, while P/O PJ Anderson (Blue3) fired at 
the second enemy aircraft and saw strikes immediately behind the engine cowling and a piece of 
engine cowling fall off. S/Ldr R Berry DFC (Red1) saw the aircraft fluttering down seemingly out-of-
control but did not see it hit the water. It is claimed as probably destroyed.  
A shore battery was still firing when course was set for base. At 11.15 hours number 81 Squadron 
was airborne on its third operation of the day, getting position as top cover at 1150 hours. By this 
time the withdrawal of our land forces had begun and not very much opposition was experienced. 
No enemy aircraft was seen during the patrol, which lasted until 12.22 hours.  
A heavy pall of smoke covered the town of Dieppe. On the way back to base which was reached at 
13.02 hours, two splashes as if made by bombs were seen near one of the landing craft about 4 
miles west of Dieppe, but cloud at 4,000 feet made observation very difficult. What proved to be the 
final operation started shortly afterwards, the Squadron being airborne at 13:53 hours acting as 
bottom cover and patrolling from 14.20 to 15:05 hours. By this time practically all our shipping had 
been withdrawn and were heading for home. A twin engine enemy aircraft fitted with twin fin and 
rudder (unidentified) was seen 5 miles north of Dieppe, but was lost in the crowd. Eight of our 
aircraft landed at Fairlop at 15:44 hours. One refilled at Gatwick and one at Shoreham. In addition 
P/O WS Large (Canadian) also landed at Shoreham, by some miraculous means. Just before leaving 
the scene of activities to proceed home, he was attacked by a FW 190. His aircraft was badly shot up. 
A new main plane is needed and he landed without either flats or brakes and with glycol to all 
intents and purposes non-existent. A cannon shell entered the cockpit and was deflected off one of 
his boots. It is the general opinion that he has made friends with the gremlins. The G.A.F. (Luftwaffe) 
seems to have a malicious sense of humour since having almost shot him down, then proceeded to 
bomb and machine gun came on the aerodrome where he landed.  



This operation proved to be the last of a long and tiring day, which was nevertheless enjoyed by all 
the pilots except perhaps P/O WS Large (Canadian). The only complaint was a meagre number of 
opportunities they had to come to grips with the enemy.  Pilots report that Dieppe is in a very bad 
state also having observed FW 190 camouflage on top of the main plane with a light temperate land 
covering. (sic) The weather all day had been quite fine with some haze and cloud. 
20 August 1942. After yesterdays activities we had a fairly quiet day until ordered to Hornchurch 
for briefing, from where the Wing took off at 16.20 hours, S/Ldr RJ Berry DFC leading. R/V 
(rendezvous) was made at Manston with North Weald and Biggin Hill Wings and set course for St 
Omer where an orbit was made, and the formation recrossed the French Coast at Gravelines, 
orbited a few times, and returned to base, which was reached at 17.44 hours, there being no enemy 
action to report. The day finished with the Officers of the Squadron putting in an appearance at the 
dance at Hornchurch Mess and returning early in preparation for any possible activities the 
following day. 
21 August 1942. Time 0903. Briefing at Hornchurch at 08.05 hours. The Squadron was airborne at 
0903 hours and landed at Fairlop. S/Ldr R Berry leading. The rendevous was made at Clacton at 
09.25 hours with Biggin Hill and Kenley Wings. Course was set for Ostend, Bruges and Dunkirk. 
Many bandits were reported but no combats took place. The Squadron was released at 12.00 hours. 
22 August 1942. Weather cloudy today and very hazy. Lt E Reilhac  (French) and F/Sgt G Valliant 
(French) of this Squadron took part in a  Rhubarb which was unsuccessful. Later in the day the 
weather turned bad, heavy rain falling. F/Lt JE Walker (Canadian) received notification that he had 
been awarded the DFC. F/O RJ Curtiss was posted to the Squadron today. 
23 August 1942. Readiness at 08.30 hours. Convoy Patrols occupied the morning. An Air Sea 
Rescue was sent out but recalled after 10 minutes.  
24 August 1942. Readiness at dawn. More Convoy Patrols and formation flying today. Fighter night 
tonight, but we were not called. 
25 August 1942. Weather very poor today. At readiness from 13.00 to 18.00 hours but nothing 
turned up. 
26 August 1942. Weather poor again today, with lots of rain. ‘A’ Flight scrambled and patrolled 
Maidstone but saw nothing. Convoy patrols in the evening. We do seem to have an overdose of 
these. 
27 August 1942. Out on Air Sea Rescue from 11.30 hours onwards and a scramble at 18.10 hours 
parolling Dover at 20,000 feet landing again at 19.05 hours. Some launches were seen in mid 
Channel and one Motor Torpedo Boat but no dinghy. 
28 August 1942.  Released for training until 11.00 hours. In the afternoon we took off at 13.00 
proceeded to Cayeuse, swept up the coast turning back and escorting bombers on their return from 
Meaulte.  All went according to plan. 
29 August 1942. Called for a briefing at Hornchurch at 09.00 hours. The Squadron was airborne at 
09.40 hours, on a diversionary sweep to St Omer returning to base at 10.59 hours. No opposition 
was encountered. 
30 August 1942. Weather very cloudy. The principal occupation of the day was convoy patrol, 
which pasted for three hours.  
31 August 1942.  As the Squadron is posted to Wellingore, the advance party left today in the 
charge of F/O RJ Curtis, the rest of the Squadron being engaged in packing up ready to leave 
Fairlop on 1 September 1942. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


