
	 1	

Fact file 
 

David Martin Co-founder of Fairlop Heritage Group 
David was supposed to have been born in Stepney. Despite the fact that his parents lived 
in Barkingside. Mum Audrey, chose to remain in the care of the East End Maternity Hospital 
in Commercial Road, Stepney. The reason for this decision is unknown. 
 

     
 

Maternity Hospital in Commercial Road, Stepney 
(Lost Hospitals of London) 

 
Due to unwelcome attention by the Luftwaffe, the Maternity Hospital was evacuated to 
Tyringham Hall, a magnificent, Grade I listed stately home, designed by Sir John Soane and 
built between in 1792 &1797.  He was the architect for the Bank of England. 

 
Tyringham Hall, situated near Newport Pagnell in Buckinghamshire. 

David was born there on 2 January 1943. 
(Steeple Times) 
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David Martin and Anderson Shelter 
 

Behind is the Anderson Shelter where David and Audrey sheltered from bombs.  
He has little memory of this time, only of a wooden ledge where he used to play  

with a toy car and the all clear air raid siren. 
 

The Anderson shelter was designed in 1938, named after Sir John Anderson responsible 
for preparing Britain to withstand German air raids. They were designed to house six 
people. Construction was simple. The main part was formed by six corrugated steel panels 
and end panels, one with a door. The corrugated steel panels were bolted together The 
shelters measured 4 ft 6 inches (1.4m) wide, 6 ft 6 inches (2m) long and 5 ft 9 inches (1.8m) 
tall and were cramped with six people inside.  They would be able to prevent injury apart 
from a direct hit 
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Damage caused by a landmine when the parachute failed to open. They were designed to 
explode at chimney height to cause maximum damage. In this incident father and his 
eight year old son were killed. The dot in the centre of a triangle is part view of an 
Anderson shelter. Any occupants would have survived. Woody the ARP Warden is atop the 
ruin. 
 

 
 
Morrison shelters came in kits, which were bolted together inside a home. They were not 
designed to survive a direct hit, but to be effective at protecting people from a bomb blast. 
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When a V2 landed at Claybury, their front door ended up in the back garden. David and 
Audrey were unharmed. 
 
Davids first visit to Fairlop took place c.1953, when he was age 10.  
The previous year he had joined the 9th Ilford North Cub Pack, whose headquarters were 
on a site previously Site No 2 attached to RAF Station Fairlop. The group leaders were 
George Seabridge (Skip) and Valerie French (Rikki). (See FACT FILE for Val Seabridge). 
When they married at All Saints., Chigwell Row, David was one of the cubs who formed a 
guard of honour. 
 
Fairlop was then an open space with the deteriorating residue of a fighter station all 
around. I saw concrete runways undulating to the horizon, tanks traps, gun pits and 
derelict Miskin hangars. 
 

 
 

Fairlop Airfield scene 
(Geoffrey Goldsmith) 

Nearby were model aircraft being flown on control wires and a foreign man, thought to be 
German, whose dog understood commands in both English and German. In the distance 
cars and motorbikes were heard racing up another unseen runway. 
 

    
 

Tanks traps 
(David Martin) 

 
To a ten year old this was magical. He should have taken more notice. He should have 
taken photographs. Regretfully he did neither, especially as he did not possess a camera. 
Hopefully, his research and dogged determination have made up for this. 
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Some pundits consider that Fairlop is not worthy of 
recognition, because it was not operational during the Battle 
of Britain. In publications with a title of Airfields of southeast 
England or similar, Fairlop barely gets a mention. 
When operational it was designated to be a satellite of 
Hornchurch.  
As a consequence, it does not have a crest on the floor of the 
RAF Church in St Clement Dane, London. 
As he grew older, IDavid was able to confirm that Fairlop was a 
significant fighter station and designed an unofficial crest, 
worthy of the service and sacrifice of so many men and 
women. 
 

    Fairlop Crest Artwork  (David Martin) 
 
 
In the late1990’s, he visited the Museum at Manston. An airfield where Fairlop airman 
often refuelled or attended briefings before going on bomber escorts etc.   
Once again no mention of Fairlop. 
 
He left a note on the Manston web site asking if there was anyone else interested in  RAF 
Station Fairlop, and  received one reply.   Colin Stevens provided so much information, it 
acted as a catalyst from which Fairlop Heritage Group was formed in 2009. 
 
One the main objectives of Fairlop Heritage Group was a memorial to commemorate those 
who served on Fairlop Plain during two World Wars. They succeeded in 2013. 
 
In the 1980’s David met Lord Carrington in The Lyde, an ancient spring in Buckinghamshire. 
They met again in 2006 at Hainault Forest Country Park Centenary celebrations. 
As a result, Lord Carrington gave his support for a memorial at Fairlop. 
 

 

David and Lord Carrington 
meet again at Hainault Forest 
Country Park Centenary 
celebrations held on 15 July 
2006.  They discuss the history 
of Fairlop and how Typhoon 
pilots, shot at his tank after D 
Day, despite it having distinct 
invasion markings.  
 
                 (Barbara Martin) 

  
 

 
After the London Olympics in 2012, David was successful in obtaining funds under 
Olympic Legacy for a web site on Fairlop Plain Times and for Teachers Education Packs KS1 
& KS2. 
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