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Inter War Years 
At 11 o’clock on the morning of the 11th day of November 1918, the First World War, also 
known as the Great War came to an end. 
The Great War took the life of 9 million soldiers, 21 million more were wounded. Civilian 
casualties caused indirectly by the war, numbered close to 10 million. 
On that day the dominant emotion for many, both on and off the battlefield, was relief at 
the coming of peace, mixed with sombre mourning for the many lives lost. 
At Hainault Farm, relief was felt, but the airfield was still operational. Flying resumed after a 
brief spell of celebration, but the danger of combat flying was absent. 
At Forest Farm, also still operational, training flying continued, but contrary to Hainault 
Farm the danger still existed, because of inexperienced men learning to fly. 
The Royal Flying Corps and Royal Naval Air Service had been incorporated into the Royal 
Air Force for 11 months, but there would have been little change, except their aircraft 
would now display a roundel and both units shared a flag. 
 

           
 

left: Royal Flying Corps  right: Royal Air Force 
(Peter Hans van den Muijzenberg) 

 
Lt. Wilfred AH Ellercamp With 44 Squadron, died 30 December 1918 over Hainault Farm when his  
Camel D6637 collided with Camel D9459 flown by 2/Lt. Charles Douglas Hurndall of 78 Squadron. 
2/Lt. Charles Douglas Hurndall With 78 Squadron stationed at Suttons Farm, died 30 December 
1918 age 21 when his  Camel D9459 collided over Hainault Farm with Camel D6637 flown by Lt. 
Wilfred AH Ellercamp, 
Lt. Thomas Rowland Burns Died 16 December 1918 age 24, killed in accident flying Camel F6326. 
 

 
 
 
left:  Lt. Wilfred Ellercamp,  St Andrews, Hornchurch  (David Martin 
middle:  2/Lt. Charles Hurndall Southend on Sea  (Geoffrey Gillon) 
right:  Lt. Thomas Burns St Andrews, Hornchurch  (David Martin) 
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7 February 1919. The closure of Forest Farm. 

 

24 June 1919. Ordinary Council Meeting  

Minute 3096    HAINAULT RECREATION GROUND: APPLICATION. re: USE OF AS A CIVILIAN 

FLYING GROUND – Letter (No. 7,764) from Mr. F.W. Knox, applying on behalf of Messrs. A.V. Roe & 

Co., for the hire of Hainault Recreation Ground for use as an aerodrome for a period of two years.  

Referred to Parks Committee. 

 

27 June 1919.  Ilford Recorder  

HAINAULT RECREATION GROUND FOR FLYING 

A letter was read from Messrs. A. B. Rowe & Co., [sic] Manchester, aeroplane manufacturers, asking 

permission to hire the Hainault Recreation Ground for two years for private flying. Councillor Dane 

urged that as the Council were taking steps to open the ground for football and cricket, consent 

should not be given. It was explained that the War Office would only give up the ground provided it 

was let for private flying at a profit. Referred to the Parks Committee. 

 

1 July 1919. Parks Committee  

Minute 3151    HAINAULT RECREATION GROUND (2901) – The Surveyor reported that, as 

instructed, he had made due representation to the Admiralty upon the question of releasing the 

Hainault Recreation Ground this season for recreational purposes, with the result that he was 

unable to obtain any approximate date upon which the Admiralty would be able to vacate the 

ground. 

 Arising thereabout, we have directed the Surveyor to communicate further with the Admiralty. 

 We also considered letter (No. 7,764) (referred from the Council) from Mr. F.W. Knox, applying on 

behalf of Messrs. A.V. Roe & Co. Ltd., for the use of Hainault Recreation Ground for an aerodrome for 

a period of two years. 

Having regard to the covenant governing the user of this land for the purposes of a recreation 

ground only, we do not see our way to make any recommendations in reference to the application. 

 

July 1919. The closure of Hainault Farm. 

 

31 July 1919. Flight Magazine 

An Aerodrome at Ilford 

Application has been made to the Ilford Council for the hiring of the Hainault recreation ground for 

use as a civilian aerodrome for two years. 
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26 July 1938. Fairlop Air Service 
 

ILFORD TO MARGATE – 40 Minutes 
On Tuesday 26 July 1938, the Mayor of Ilford Corporation, Councillor John Elborne 
M.A. was one of the interested spectators to witness the inauguration of a new 40 
minute air service between Ilford, Margate and Ramsgate. 
 

	  
The new airline was the inspiration of  
Whitney Willard Straight, a millionaire  
and former Grand Prix driver.  
 
In 1934 he created his own team and took part 
in the South African Grand Prix.  
 
In World War II he had a distinguished career 
with the RAF and flew in the Battle of Britain. 
 
For his work in Norway he was awarded  
the Military Cross. 
 
 

Whitney Willard Straight 
(Public Domain, Wikipedia Commons,  

Jon Tvedte, Oslo 1958) 

	  
	  

 
 
The first arrival was Whitney Straight piloting a 200 mph Miles Hawk monoplane 
followed a few minutes later by a cabin plane from Romford aerodrome, which 
carried the Mayoress of Romford and her daughter. 
Fifteen minutes later S/Ldr Eckerskey Maslin, Chief Pilot of Southern Airways flew in 
with his twin engined biplane. When the Six passengers had embarked, the airliner 
roared into the skies and thirty minutes later arrived at Margate. Whitney Straight 
said that the airport would be run by the Romford Flying Club and used until the 
City of London airport was completed in three years’ time. There was no intention 
of competing with the new airport. 
The operation would simply transfer to the new aerodrome. 
 
The return fare of the scheduled 40 minute flight to Margate and Ramsgate was 
20s 6d (£1.02p) with flights leaving Fairlop every day at 0915 hours. 
 
During this time it was reported in the local press, that the airfield was visited by a 
female German pilot who reported (incorrectly) that the site was RAF Station 
Fairlop. 
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City of London Corporation Airport at Fairlop 
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The City of London Corporation purchased land from Hawey and Warwick in Forest Road. Plans to 
build an International Airport at Fairlop commenced in 1934, were beset with problems. One was 
cost. The original estimate of £500,000 was seen to be optimistic, the actual cost estimated to be 
nearer to £1,100,000. For some unexplained reason radio reception was found to be poor and a 
prevailing westerly wind brought smoke from London’s chimneys, and caused mist and fog to 
accumulate over Fairlop Plain.  
With the serious European situation developing after the 1938 Munich crisis, the project was 
shelved and finally abandoned. 
 

!
Artists Impression and General Layout redrawn with permission from plans held by  

Information and Heritage Service, London Borough of Redbridge. 
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