
Fact file 

Memories or Mary Hurd  - resident of Hanover Gardens. 
In conversation with David Martin December 2013 

 
Mary was born 1929. 
Mary was aged ten when war started. 
Evacuated in 1939 for three weeks to East Anglia, then returned. She thought this was due to 
panic. 
 
Went to fields at Claybury and watched London burn in the Blitz around Christmas 1940. 
When Fairlop opened she used to count the Spitfires out and back and felt sad when some did 
not return. She did not know much about planes, but could distinguish between the RAF and 
Luftwaffe by the sound. Mary thought it stupid having an AA Battery next to an airfield! 
 
Her father Syd organised the firewatch duties for Hanover /Brunswick Gardens and had the 
only house in the road with a telephone because he had a notice board, and presumably 
orders, to use in case of invasion. 
 
She did not like spending time in the air raid shelter and heard the land mine come down in 
Brunswick Gardens because of the unusual swishing noise (the parachute did not open). The 
explosion was not especially heard because of other bangs and only learned of it when the 
ARP Warden Woody Woods arrived at the shelter to warn her father. 
 
The explosion caused a gas main to fracture sending a fifteen feet  (4.5 m) flames into the 
night sky. ARP Warden Woods came across a potential rescuer with a torch, walking up the 
alleyway from Hanover Gardens. “Put that bloody light out!” 
The reply is not recorded! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Photo of the parachute (land) mine damage to bungalows in Brunswick Gardens. 
ARP Warden Woody Woods can be seen atop the rubble with colleagues. Woody said 
the parachute did not open and the bomb exploded within the building, rather than at 
rooftop level, which explains why the damage is minimal. 
He said that a father and his eight year old son died in the explosion. 
  
(This photograph was gifted to David Martin by Joan Boys, a resident of Hanover Gardens) 



Land mines were attached to parachutes to act as blast bombs to detonate at roof level 
rather than on impact to maximize the aerodynamic effects of their blast, instead of the 
shock waves from the explosion being cushioned by surrounding buildings. They had 
the potential to destroy a street of houses within a 330 feet (100 m) radius, with 
windows being blown in up to 1 mile( 1,609 m) away. 
 

 
 
The properties in Hanover Gardens are mainly terraced of 4 houses. The blast from the 
land mine went in between two blocks and damaged houses on the other side of the 
road. Note the taped up windows, window and roof damage, plus the temporary 
lighting column to enable it to be seen in the blackout. 
 

(This photograph was gifted to David Martin by Joan Boys, a resident of Hanover Gardens) 
 
Mary knew something important was happening because of the endless stream of aircraft, 
which flew over on the night of 5th/6th June 1944. 
 
Mary was late for school on VE Day due to sheer excitement. 

Residents of Hanover and Brunswick Gardens enjoy a street party on VE Day – 8 May 
1945. 

The areas highlighted are of the names mentioned in this memoir – see below. 
The author stands at the front. David was 2 years and 5 months old! 
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Photographs of the three people mentioned in this memoir. 
ARP Warden Woody Woods died 1999. 
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