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The Fairlop Memorial 
When Fairlop Heritage Group formed in 2009, one of its main objectives was for a permanent memorial 
at Fairlop. This received support from Lord Carrington, (known by the author), and several LB 
Redbridge Councillors. 
 A Planning Application was made on 21 Dec 2012 by VisionRCL, based upon suggestions made by 
Fairlop Heritage Group. 
 Campbell Design, Doncaster, constructed a sculpture 4,500 mm high consisting of three aircraft 
profiles, made from 15mm galvanized mild steel, with  a dark green anti-vandal coating. It included a 
cast stone plinth with an engraved York stone top, standing on a cast concrete foundation secured by 
stainless studding into Hilti resin. 
 The profiles were a  Spitfire MkV which flew from RAF Station Fairlop;  AVRO 504E which flew from 
Fairlop Farm in WW1;  Sopwith Camel which flew with the RFC at Hainault Farm.  Each tailplane 
decorated with a swirl representing a roundel. To allow remembrance poppies and wreaths to be laid, 
provision was made for these to be made secure. 
 When approved, it was erected by Steve Fox on 17 October 2012. The York stone top was engraved 
with Lest We Forget and Just Back Wobbly Knees, Sgt Harold Bennett, wording chosen by Vision RCL.   
 A commemorative poppy was placed in the foundations in memory of all those who served on 
Fairlop Plain. This poppy had flown in the RAF BBMF Lancaster (PA474), and released over Bomber 
Command Memorial on 19 August 1995. 
There were 17 nationalities at Fairlop and accommodation for over 1,700, but the actual number 
stationed is estimated as 6,500  over a four year period, based upon it takes 12 to 13 personnel to keep 
one aircraft serviceable. 
There were a number of suggestions made for an appropriate design with support of Councillors and 
others, including Lord Carrington, whom David and Barbara Martin had met when he was Foreign 
Secretary. The last time was at Hainault Forest centenary celebrations. 

 
 

David Martin with Lord Carrington in 2006. He is holding a copy of My War by Kenneth Trott, 
who flew from Fairlop, telling his exploits as a Typhoon Pilot. 

(Barbara Martin) 
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With the knowledge that money was scarce and our group had insufficient funds, we suggested 
schemes that would be relatively cheap to achieve, but support was not forthcoming. 
Then in 2010, Fairlop Heritage Group were approached by Council Officers, who supported our 
objectives and suggested we made a design in keeping with their ideas. 
A full size Spitfire was suggested as this would attract visitors, but this would not represent any airman 
who served during the 1914-1918 war, especially Harry Jassby, a Jewish Canadian who was killed 6 
November 1918 and buried in the churchyard of St Peters, Aldborough Hatch. 
Vision asked artists to submit a design based upon an aviation theme. The design chosen was 
submitted by Campbell Design of Doncaster. The design submitted was for a 4,500 mm high sculpture 
fabricated from 15 mm mild steel, cut to agreed design, to stand on a cast concrete foundation 
secured by stainless studding into Hilti resin. 
The three elements were of similar shapes. 

Fairlop’s Memorial 
As submitted as part of Planning Permission 
2683/12 
and approved with amendments. 
(Letters replaced by a swirl) 

The design (right) was modified to show a 
stylised shape of three main types of aircraft, 
which flew from Fairlop. 
After consultation, the letters on the tailplane 
were replaced with swirl representing a 
roundel. 
Spitfire MKV - RAF - Station Fairlop 
Avro 504E - RNAS - Fairlop 
Sopwith Camel - RFC - Hainault Farm 

Although described as a Commemorative Sculpture, because it stands in Fairlop Waters Country Park, 
there will be occasions when it is a memorial. To allow remembrance poppies and wreaths to be laid, 
provision is made for these to be made secure. 
Suggestions were requested for suitable wording, to be chosen after consultation. 
The wording chosen was: Lest we Forget and Just back wobbly knees. The last four words refer to a 
quotation from Sergeant Harold Bennett, a title of a photograph taken after returning from a 
particularly difficult sortie. 

Spit!re MKV - RAF - Station Fairlop

Avro 504E - RNAS - Fairlop  

Sopwith Camel  - RFC - Hainault Farm
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Fairlop’s Memorial
As submitted as part of Planning  Permission 2683/12

and approved with amendments.
(Letters replaced by a swirl)
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Harold served with 603 Squadron, the first to fly operational from RAF Station Fairlop. 

Harold Bennett aboard HB Spitfire Mk Vb 
Just back wobbly knees 

(Harold Bennett) 

17 October 2013 

(Photos David Martin) 
A long day erecting the 
sculpture. 
Before the last stone 
was in place, a 
commemorative 
poppy was placed in 
the foundations in 
memory of all those 
who served on Fairlop 
Plain. 

This poppy had flown 
in the City of Lincoln 
pa474, the Lancaster 
bomber of the Battle 
of Britain Memorial 
Flight on 19 August 
1995. 

Lest we Forget 
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The Fairlop Waters staff worked hard and completed the groundwork so that 25 days later the Mayor 
of Redbridge Cllr. Felicity Banks attended the fifth Remembrance Ceremony, the first with 
a memorial. 
 

 
 
We were privileged to have Miss Cherie Selzer from Catchcart,  
Eastern Cape, as our guest of Honour, to remember South Africans  
who served at Fairlop in two World Wars. 
11 November 2014 (David Martin) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
On 5 December 2013, the flags were at half mast when Nelson Mandela died. 
 
The commemorative sculpture commissioned by Vision in 2013, may have been inspired to 
commemorate the past, but commissioned with the future in mind. 
 
 
 
 


