
 
Miskins Blister Hangar 

 
A Miskins Blister Hangar was an arched, portable aircraft hangar designed by 
Graham  Dawbarn, a Scottish architect who created buildings at Perth Airport.  
 
This unique hangar design was patented by Miskins and Sons in 1939.  
 
Originally made of wooden ribs clad with profiled steel sheets, steel lattice ribs and 
corrugated block steel sheet supported by 10 inch curved rib units.  
 
This type of cladding later became the norm. It did not require a foundation slab 
and was anchored to the ground with iron stakes.   
 
Extra room and weather protection was provided by a curtain (visible in 
photograph below.  
 
Numerous examples were manufactured for military use in World War 2 and 
various different sizes were available. 
 
Fairlop had eight hangars; four on the north side close to Forest Road and four to 
the south in the near vicinity of Aldborough Hall. 

 

 
	
A Spitfire Mk IX of 64 Squadron undergoing an engine overhaul inside a spacious Blister 
Hangar on the north side of Fairlop taken 24 February 1943.  The curtain to the rear can be 
clearly seen. 
 

(Imperial War Museum TR 514) 
 



Excerpt from 64 Squadron ORB. 
24 February1943. Lovely morning with early ground mist, which persisted all day 
and stopped flying. An A.M. photographer came down and took a large number of 
photos of the Squadron, flights and individuals. 

 

	
 

An orchestrated gathering of ground staff swarm around a Spitfire Mk IX of 
64 Squadron outside a Blister Hangar on the north side of Fairlop taken 24 
February 1943. Even ‘Flight’ had pedalled up on his bike, and parked it in 
shot!        

(Imperial War Museum TR 513) 
 

 
	

Dimensions of Miskins Blister Hangar 
(David Martin) 

 



 

 
 

Photographs taken at Fairlop c.1946.  
Two Miskin Hangars are in shot. The model aircraft in view is a Keil Kraft Slicker. 

(Geoffrey Goldsmith) 
 

 


